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‘sOHficials’ can’t puta precise @-Sorting clerk-rather than’ the suffered: thé Joss isn t alone.’A -- been : linked"Wvith organized : 
a dollar : figure: on the.theft loss- friendly neighborhood * mail: ‘top inspector. ih. New York crime. A stolen. card can 
€8,.-but’ the nation’s ‘top postal . man:*is very low. But losses ' City _ said, There are’ several . bring $200. on the black mar- 
“COD, Chief’ Inspector. William stil run high. .. - » firms: down’: ithere®: that shaves: “ket theres“Tn Washington, -“D. 
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3. Lcan be yicek: for 
the’. Sorta thief: One’. well 
known. ” charity; CARE, - lost 
more.. than: $71,000 in contribu- 


tions. sent to it in the. mail jast 
Contributions dre a ma-_ 
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jor target: Yor mail thieves’ be- 
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when’ 
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be labeled : “firearms.” .. be- 
cause §0.: mrany were. being 
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“plastic. money . in innocent. 


looking enveloes: Some firms 
seal niall. sacks. ‘and ship them. 

directly | to neighborhood post 
offices, bypassing. the. big city - 
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‘An “mending river. of riches." 
moves: through: the U.S. mails 
-| every day.” Most of it gets to 
| tts destination, ‘The very Vast. 
“ness:-of. the mails’ ‘keeps many’. 
| Sterns’ of value hidden “from 
sight and assured of safety. 
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The Post Office ° le. Py 
bien pieces “of imailayear.- 
ts complalits’ “about mail ap- 
parently lost or stolen. last 
year ran:to about 1 million—a 
-| “ty “percentage,” but™ people 
“| don't, “complain. about missing 
letters | that “weren't of any: 
‘value, ; 
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mafimen are on the rise. The 
. | count for. the past ten months 
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‘agent’ who, now runs the porta ; 
police force, is adding 200 hew 
inspectors’ “and giving’ them 
‘detective duties in the big tity 
‘post, Offices. ; 
F But many. of. Cotter’s pre: 
. sent inspéctors are tied to oth- 
‘er jobs, such as. ‘auditing the 
books, . investigating all ‘acci- 
dents, keeping an eye:on por: 
-nography, and alving each. 
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There. are: strong indications 


"that" mail “order houses may 


be suffering sizable losses of 
their packages, but Cotter’s 
top. . assistant : for . criminal 
- Anvestigations,. c..A. Miller, 
won't: give any. details. ; 
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